EDouble
Jeopardy:

l\’lt'fu Has been written recently
about the white women's liberation
movement in the United States and the
question arises whether there are any
parallels between this struggle and the
movement on the part of black women
for total emancipation, While certain
comparisons can be made, simply be-
cause we both live under the same ex-
ploitative system, there are certain dif-
ferences, some of which are quite basie.

The white women’s movement is far
from being monclithic. Any white
group that does not have an anti-im-
perialist and anti-racist ideology has
gbsolutely nothing in common with
the black women's struggle. In fact,
some groups come to the incorrect con-
clusion that their oppression is due
simply to male chauvinism, and there-
fore there is an extremely anti-male
tone 1o their dissertations. Black peo-
ple are engaged in a life-and-death
struggle and the main emphasis of
black women must be to combat the ex-
ploitation of all black people. While

it is true that male chauvinism has be-
come instilutionalized in American so-
ciety, one must always look for the
main enemy, the fundamental cause of
the female condition.

Another major differentiation is that
the white women’s liberation movement
is basically middle class. Very few of
these women suffer the extreme econ-
omic exploitation that most black wo-
men are subjected to day by day. This
is the factor that is most crucial for ps.
It is not intellectual persecution alone,
and it is not an emotional releaze
for us; it is quite real. We as black
women must deal with the problems
that the black masses deal with, for
our problems are the same. «

Br T IN ATTEMPTING to analyze the
situation of the black woman in Amer-
ica one crashes abruptly into a selid
wall of grave misconceptions, outright
distortions of fact and defensive atti-
tudes on the part of many. The system
of capitalism (and its afterbirth, rac-
ism) under which we all live has at-
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tempted by many devious ways and
means to destroy the humanity of black
people.

To accomplish this, a situation was
created in which the black man was
unable to find meaningful or produc-
tive employment, if indeed he was able
to find work of any kind. And the
black woman was also manipulated,
economically exploited and physically
assaulted by the system. Although she
was allowed o work in the white man’s
kitchen, the fact that she was some-
times the sole breadwinner in her
family led to many psychological prob-
lems affecting both men and women
and has contributed to the turmaoil that
we now find in the black family struc-
ture.

For a long time neither the black
man nor the black woman understood
the true nature of the forces working
upon them. Many black women, for
example, accepted the prevailing evalu-
ation of manhood and womanhood that
characterized black men as shiftless
and lazy if they didn’t get a job and
support their families as they “ought™
to, Personal relationships between black
men and women were thus torn asun-
der, and one result has been the sepa-
ration of husband from wife, parent
from child, man from woman.

America has defined manhood in
terms of a good job, a good salary and
plenty of expensive material posses-
sions. Anyone who doesnt meet these
“standards™ is conszidered less than a
man. The advertising media continu-
ously inform the American male of his
need for indispensable signs of his viril-
ity — the brand of cigarettes that cow-
boys prefer, the whiskey that has a
masculine tane, the jockstrap that ath-
letes wear. America has also defined
womanhood. The ideal for a woman is
to be surrounded h}' hypocritical hom-
age, to be estranged from all real work,
to spend idle hours primping and preen-
ing, to be ohsessed with conspicuous
consumption and to limit her functions
to a sex role.

The Black Women's Liberation Com-
mittee unconditionally rejects these re-
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spective modele. A woman who stays at
home caring for her childron and house
has an extremely limited life. She ex-
13t8 ml]} as a satellite to her mate. He
goes out into society and brings back
a little |Jir1‘z‘ of r'r|-~' world to her, and

his interests and his understanding
the world becomse her own She is
unable to develop as an individual be-
cause she has been reduced to fulfilling
only a biological function.
Furthermore, it is idle deeaming to
think of black women simply canng
for their homes and children like the
middle-class white model. Most black
wWOImen ?'_-r,!l.- b work 1 .r.|'|- ir‘:'l].
house and clothe their families. Black



women make up a substantial percent-
age of the black working force, and
this is true for the poorest black family
as well as the so-called middle-class
Family.

Black women have never been able
to afford phony middle-class luxuries.
Though we have been browbeaten with
the white middle-class image of woman-
hood, the reality of the degrading and
dehumanizing jobs we were forced to
teke quickly dissipated any dreams of
achieving this mirage.

UN!‘DII‘D‘.‘M‘I‘IJ.T, there seems to be
some confusion in the movement today
as to who has been oppressing whom.
Since the advent of black power, the
black male has exerted a more prom-
inent leadership role in our struggle
for justice in this country. He sees
the system for what it really is for the
most part and rejects many of its
values and mores, but when it comes
to women, he seems to take his guide.
lines from the pages of the Ladies
Home Journal. Certain black men main-
tain that they have been castrated by
a white society but that black women
somehow not only escaped persecution
but even contributed to their emascu-
lation.

The black woman in America can
justly be described as a “slave of a
slave,” When the black man in Amer-
ica was subjected to such abject op-
pression, the black woman was left
with no protector and was used — and
is still being used, in some cases — as
the scapegoat for the evils that this
horrendous system has perpetrated on
black men.

It is true that our husbands, fathers,
brothers and sons have been emascu-
lated, lynched and brutalized. They
have suffered from the cruelest assault
on mankind that the world has ever
known. However, it is a gross distor-
tion of fact to state that black women

have oppressed black men. The system
found it expedient to enslave and op-
press them and did so without con-
sulting or signing any agreements with
black women.

At the same time, black women were
not only reduced to a state of enslave-
ment, but they often served as a
scapegoat for the evils of this system
in much the same way that the poor
white cracker in the South, who is
rqually victimized, looks down upon
blacks and contributes to their oppres.
sion. Through giving men a false feel-
ing of masculine superiority, the op-

pression of women is used as an escape
valve for capitalism. Men may be
cruelly exploited and subjected to all
sorts of dehumanizing tactics but they
still have someone who is below them
— WOInen.

WGHE.N ALSO present a surplus labor
|u'w-l}l'. the control of which is abso-
lutely necessary to the profitable funec-
tioning of capitalism. They are sys
tematically exploited by being paid
less for doing the sume work that men
do or by being relegated 1o low-paying
jobs where there is no possibility of
advanecment.

Industries employing mainly black
women are the most exploitative in the
country. Domestic and hospital workers
are prime objects of this oppression,
as are the garment workers in New
York City. The leadership of the In-
ternational Ladies Garment Workers
Union, whose predominantly female
membership is overwhelmingly black
and Puerto Rican, iz mearly all white
and male, and it has completely sold
its soul to the corporate structure, To
add insult to injury, not only does this
bought-off leadership contribute to our
continued exploitation in this country
by not truly representing the best in-
terests of its membership, but it has
invested heavily in business enterprises
in racist, apartheid South Africa —
with union funds,

The entire labor movement in the
United States has suffered as a result
of the superexploitation of black work-
ers and women. The unions have his-
torically been racist and chauvinistic,
They have upheld racism in this coun-
try, have not fought the white-skin
privileges of white workers, and have
not even made an isue of the in-
equities in the hiring and pay of wo-
men workers,

I have briefly discussed the eco-
nomic and psychological manipulation
of black women, but perhaps the most
outlandish act of oppression in modern
times is the current campaign to pro-
mole sterilization of nonwhite women
in an attermpt to maintain the popula-
tion and power imbalance between the
white haves and the nonwhite have-
nots.

It has recently come to our atten.
tion that a massive campaign for so-
called birth control is presently being
promoted not only in the underdevel-
oped nonwhite areas of the world, but
also in black communities here in the
United States. However, what the au-
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thorities in charge of these program-

refer to as birth control is in Faet

nothing but a methed of ontrizhi
nocide.

The United States has been suppon:-
ing sterilization clinics sponsored iy
the governments of various nonwhite
countries, especially in India, where al-
ready some three million young men
and boys in and around New Delhi
have received vasectomies, an opera-
tion that takes only six or seven min-
utes and is relatively simple. The steri-
lization of a woman involves a major
operation, a salpingectomy,® and must
be performed in a hospital under gen-
eral anesthesia. This method of “birth
control” is commonly practiced in
Puerte Rico, which has long been used
by the United States as an experimen-
tal laboratory for medical research be-
fore allowing certain practices to be
used here. When the birth-control pill
was first being perfected, it was tried
out on Puerto Rican women and se-
lected poor black women to evaluate
its effect and efficiency. The salpin-
gectomy has now become the most com-
mon operation in Puerto Rico, and is
so widely performed that it is referred
to simply as “la operacion.” On the
island, 20 per cent of the women be-
tween the ages of 15 and 45 have al-
ready been sterilized.

Ao now this method is being used
in the United States. Sterilization clin.
ics are cropping up more and more
around the country in black and Puerto
Rican communities in the guise of “ma-
ternity clinies™ A number of organi-
zations have been formed to popularize

the idea of sterilization, including the
Association for Voluntary Sterilization
and the Human Betterment Association
for Voluntary Sterilization, Inc., which
has its headquarters in New York City,
Front Royal, Virginia, has such a ma.
ternity clinic in Warren Memorial Hos-
pital and the tactics used to pressure
poor, helpless black mothers and young
girls into undergoing sterilization are
certainly not confined to that clinic
alone.

* The surgeon makes an abdominal incision,
cuts both Fallopian tubes and ties off the
separated ends, thus preventing the egg from
passing from the ovaries to the womb.
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Sonw black women on welfare have

been furced to accept sterilization in
ivchange for a continuation of welfare
benehitz. A major hospital in New York
City performs these operations when-
ever it can convince female ward pa-
tients that it’s in their “best interest.”
Mississippi and some of the other south-
ern states are so notoriouz for their use
of these sterilization techniques that
black women are often afraid to per-
mit even necessary surgery because
they know from bitter rxperience that
they are more likely than not to come
out of the hospital without their in-
sides. (Both calpingectomies and hys-
terectomies are performed. ) i
The rigid laws concerning abortions
in this cowntey are another vieciows
means of subjugation and, indirectly,
of outright murder. Rich white women
somehow manage to obtain these op-
erations with liitle or no difficulty; it

is the poor black and Puerto Rican
women who are at the mercy of local
butchers. Statistics show us that the
nonwhite death rate at the hands of
unqualified abortionists is substantially
higher than for white women. Nearly
half of the child-bearing deaths in
New York City are attributed to abor-
tion alone, and out of these 79 per
cent are among nonwhite and Puerto
RHican women.

We are not saying thar black women
should not practice birth control. Black
women have the right and responsi-
bility to determine when it is in their
best personal interest and in the in-
terest of the struggle to have children
or not to have them, and this right
must not be relinguished to anyone,

k=
11—15 NEW WORLD we are attempting
to create must destroy every kind of
oppression. The value of this new sys-
tem will be determined by the status
of the person who was low man on the
totem pole. [f the black woman hae
to retreat to the position she occupied
before the struggle, the whole move-
ment and the whole struggle will have
retreated in terms of truly freeing the
colonized population.

Black liberation means changing the
traditional routines that we have estah-
lished as a result of living in a totally
corrupting society. It means changing
how we relate to our wives, hushands,
parents, children and co-workers. If
we are going to liberate ourselves as a
people, we must recognize that black
women have very specific prohlems
that have to be spoken to, Black wo-
men must be liberated along with the
rest of the poulation. We cannot wait
to start working on these problems
until that great day in the future when
the revolution somehow, miraculously,
is accomplished,

Elack woman are not resentful of the
black man's rise to power. We welcome
it. We see in it the eventual libera-
tion of all black people. Nevertheless,
we do not believe that in order for the
black man to be strong the black wo-
man has to be weak. Thoze who are
asserting their “manhood™ by telling
black women to step back into a domes-
tic, submissive role are assuming a
counterrevolutionary position, Black
women have also been abused by the
system, and we must all be concerned
about eliminating all kinds of oppres-
sion, If we want to build a strong na-
tion and remove the honds of oppres-
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sion, then we must have the total in-
ﬁ-ﬂt‘-'enl&rlt LIE I:'.I.-:r_';‘ man, waoman ﬂﬂd
child.

We live in & highly industrialized
society and every member of the black
nation must be as academically and
technologically developed a: possible.
To wage a revolution, we need com-
petent teachers, doctors. nurses. elec
tronics experts, chemists, biclogists,
physicists, political scientists, Black wo-
men who limit themselves to sitting at
home reading bedtime stories to their
children are just not going to make it
We need our whole army out there
dealing with the enmemy. not half an
army.

All the resources that the black com
munity can muster up must be chan-
neled into the struggle. Black women
must take an active part in bringing
about the kind of society where our
children, our loved ones and cach citi-
zen can grow up and live as decemt
human beings, free from the pressures
of racism and exploitation. ~
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